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(57) [Abstract] 

[Problem to be Solved] In a digital still camera having an image 

processor that converts a photographed optical image to digital image 
data, a proper image quality is selected automatically in accordance 
with photographic conditions to record or transmit the most suitable 
image always. 

[Constitution] There is provided an inclination detector 61b that detects 
an inclination of an optical axis of a photographing lens 61a to a 
horizontal surface, and a switching unit (microcomputer 10) that 
automatically switches the image quality of image data in accordance 
with an output of the inclination detector 61b. 

[0014] An image storage memory 12 operable as a recording unit is a 
memory built in the main unit of the digital still camera, and 
photographed images in the frame memory 11 are stored in the image 
storage memory 12 after subjected to image compression processing in 
the main microcomputer 10. This built-in memory for storage of 
images can be an SRAM, DRAM, EEPROM, and the like, and 
particularly an EEPROM is favorable from the viewpoint of image data 
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storage within a memory. 



[0026] After photographing is finished, image compression is performed 
as necessary in the main microcomputer 10, and then the image data is 
transferred to the image storage memory 12, an externally connected 
PC card, or a personal computer connected to the external serial port 
17. 

[0027] In a reproduction display operation, image data is read by the 
main microcomputer 10 from the image storage memory 12, the 
externally connected PC card, or the personal computer connected to 
the external serial port, and is expanded as necessary and then written 
into the frame memory 11. Subsequently, when an instruction for 
displaying an image is issued to the signal processor 6 and memory 
controller 9, the image data is read by the memory controller 9 from the 
frame memory 11, and then processed in the signal processor 6 and 
video amplifier 7. Finally, an analog signal of the image is output to the 
connector 8 which is operable as an NTSC output terminal. 

[0037] Next, a description will be given of an example in which the 
image quality mode is switched depending on the case where a person 
in conference is photographed during a video conference and the 
obtained image is transmitted and on the case where a document and 
the like are photographed and the obtained image is transmitted. 

[0043] Fig. 6 is a flowchart for determining whether to use the standard 
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image quality mode or the high 
inclination of the optical axis of 
above. 



image quality mode by detecting an 
the photographing lens as described 
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